
Rule 1. Scope and Purpose

1.01 Scope

These rules govern the procedure for juvenile protection matters in the juvenile courts in
Minnesota. Juvenile protection matters include all matters defined in Rule 2.01(18).

(Amended effective August 1, 2009; amended effective July 1, 2014; amended effective October
1, 2016.)

1.02 Purpose

These rules establish uniform practice and procedure for juvenile protection matters in the
juvenile courts of Minnesota. The purpose of these rules is to:

(a) secure for each child under the jurisdiction of the court a home that is safe and permanent;

(b) secure for each child under the jurisdiction of the court the care and guidance, preferably
in the child's own home, that will best serve the physical, emotional, spiritual, and mental welfare
of the child;

(c) provide judicial procedures which protect and promote the safety and welfare of the child;

(d) whenever possible and in the best interests of the child, preserve and strengthen the child's
family ties, removing the child from the custody of the child's parent or legal custodian only when
the child's safety and welfare cannot otherwise be adequately safeguarded;

(e) secure for the child such custody, care, and discipline, as nearly as possible equivalent to
that which should have been given by the child's parent or legal custodian, when removal from the
child's parent or legal custodian is necessary and in the child's best interests;

(f) provide a just, thorough, speedy, and efficient determination of each juvenile protection
matter before the court and ensure due process for all persons involved in the proceedings;

(g) establish a uniform system for judicial oversight of case planning and reasonable efforts,
or active efforts in the case of an Indian child, aimed at preventing or eliminating the need for
removal of the child from the care of the child's parent or legal custodian;

(h) ensure a coordinated decision-making process;

(i) reduce unnecessary delays in court proceedings; and

(j) encourage the involvement of parents and children in the proceedings.

1999 Advisory Committee Comment (amended 2014)

The purpose statement is not intended to be a rule of construction. Rather, it is intended as a
guide for judges, attorneys, social services personnel, families, and other judicial system stakeholders
to articulate that the overall objective of juvenile court is to move expeditiously toward a resolution
of the matter in such a way as to secure that which is in the best interests of the child while ensuring
due process for all of the parties.

The purpose statement reflects the policy set forth in the federal Adoption and Safe Families
Act of 1997, 42 U.S.C. sections 601, 603, 622, 629, 653, 675, 670-679, and 1320, which emphasizes
that the overriding objective in any juvenile protection matter is to timely provide a safe, permanent
home for the child. The purpose statement also reflects the policy set forth in Minnesota Statutes,
section 260C.001, subdivision 2, which provides, in pertinent part, as follows:
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The paramount consideration in all juvenile protection proceedings is the health, safety, and
best interests of the child. ...

The purpose of the laws relating to juvenile protection proceedings is to:

(1) secure for each child under the jurisdiction of the court, the care and guidance, preferably
in the child's own home, as will best serve the spiritual, emotional, mental, and physical welfare
of the child;

(2) to provide judicial procedures that protect the welfare of the child;

(3) to preserve and strengthen the child's family ties whenever possible and in the child's best
interests, removing the child from the custody of parents only when the child's welfare or safety
cannot be adequately safeguarded without removal;

(4) to ensure that when removal from the child's own family is necessary and in the child's best
interests, the responsible social services agency has legal responsibility for the child's removal
. . . ;

(5) to ensure that, when placement is pursuant to court order, the court order removing the
child or continuing the child in foster care contains an individualized determination that
placement is in the best interests of the child that coincides with the actual removal of the child;

(6) to ensure that when the child is removed, the child's care and discipline is, as nearly as
possible, equivalent to that which should have been given by the parents . . . ; and

(7) to ensure appropriate permanency planning for children in foster care . . .

Rule 1.02(h) calls for coordinated decision-making in those cases where one family is involved
in simultaneous juvenile, criminal, and family court matters. The parties and the court should
coordinate the separate proceedings to assure a consistent outcome that is in the best interests of
the child.
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